This article is devoted to the analysis of a pilot's character in the works
Introduction into the problem
For many centuries the idea to conquer the sky has been concerning the minds of people.
They created drawings of flying machines, conducted experiments, dreams of flying were realized in the legends and myths, and the most famous of them is the myth of Icarus. Even at the beginning of the 20 th century, at the dawn of aviation, when flights already became reality, they still were a magical phenomenon in the public consciousness: "people could not understand that a heavy winged machine controlled by a man could fly through the air" (Zheltova, 2008, 165) . ancestors. In this article we consider the basic elements that make up the image of a "cultural hero" and draw parallels with the character of a pilot in the works of A. de Saint-Exupery.
Theoretical grounds
From the earliest times myth pervaded human life and all its aspects. Myth embodied views on the external world, on relations within the human society, on the daily lives of people; for example, the emergence of the ancient settlement "was always surrounded by myths, legitimization of its existence occurred through the myth of foundation, belief in which was shared by all members of the community" (Kovtun, 2013, 413) . Myth as one of the fundamental categories of human culture, as a means and result of a man's understanding of the world and himself, finds its expression everywhere in literature.
And just like in ancient times "the mythological material for the myth-maker-peoples was a form of self-expression, a form of thinking, and a form of life" (Jung, 1997, 15) and "from the very beginning poeticize creative possibilities of human, even though they belong to the prehistoric time" (Meletinskii, 1998, 356) .
As part of the primitive folklore "it is myths of cultural heroes that condense a positive human experience and transfer achievements of a human thought and work to the mythical past" (Meletinskii, 1998, 334) . Many different motifs are linked to the character of a culture hero, which we will discuss below.
Motifs that make up the archetype (Meletinskii, 1994, 21) . The idea of connection of the cultural hero with people, society is especially significant. According to E.M. Meletinskii, "the cultural hero embodies the human community <...> confronting gods and spirits that symbolize natural forces" (Meletinskii, 1994, 18) .
Connection between people, their spiritual unity is the most important theme in the poetics of Saint-Exupery, and the pilots play a significant role in it. They perform an important missionthey deliver mail and thus provide connection between people and make the world stronger. In the novel "Southern Mail" ("Courrier sud", 1928) the Aviation Company instructs its employees:
"courrier précieux, courrier plus précieux que la vie" (Saint-Exupéry, 1928, 21) . At that time, the transportation of mail over long distances and especially over the ocean was a very dangerous deal, so the flight was like a battle, and a pilot - Having completed their mission, mythical cultural heroes usually leave the earthly world, they "go into the ground or the sky where they turn into stars or float away into the vast ocean" (Meletinskii, 1998, 337) . This motif of a pilot's wonderful passing into another world is presented in the works of Saint-Exupéry and is dictated, 
